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Mr. STEWART presented the petition of Eliza M.
Itiddal, Ann Wilder, and Mary Smitn, unking indemnity
lor French spoliations prior to 1800; which was ordered
to lie on the table.
Mr. BELL arose, and after making an explanation of

an error which occurred during the last session, in rela¬
tion to certain action of the Senate upon the paper* of
John S Rusfwurui. asked that such course might be
taken as would give him an opportunity to oppose the
report made theieon, and said The question involved
waa a legal one nltogether, and not a matter of proof in
relation to the tacts of the case. Il was the report of the
hooorable senator from Ver mont, [Mr Upham,] chair¬
man of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. At a

subsequent period of the session, I tind, according to the
journal, that it was agreed to. The honorable seuator.
the chairman of that committee, has no objections to its
being recommitted to that committee, as it is a question
depending not upon lac's, and does not come within the
spirit of the rule, but merely a question of la\r, which I,
as the representative of the claimant.who is a revolu-
tionaty officer.wish t<> have an opportunity to be heard
upon. I would ask the senator from Vermont to state to
the Senate his own recollection cf the facts of the caee.
Mr. UPHAM. 1 had the honor of making that report,

and of presenting it to the Senate ; it was an adverse re-

j«>rt, and the honorable senator called u;>on me, and told
me that he wished to oppose its adojitiou,*proposing to
me, when it should come up. tlmt it should be oostponed.
1 told him that I should have no objection wflbtever in
|iassing it by until a subsequent occasion It wa* passed
over, and 1 have no recollection that the question was
called op daring the session, if it was taken up, it was
when 1 was not present; for it t had been present, I
would have requested that it should be passed by in or¬
der to give the senator from Tennessee [Mr. Bei.l] an

opportunity to oppose it. It appears from the record that
the report was taken u;>an<l agreed to, though not voted
upon by him or by me, mi that I ain convinced that it
must have been in our absence. 1 have no objection to
the course proposed by the senator from Tennessee
The papers weie accordingly ordered to be referred to

the Committee on Revolutionary Claims
Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of J. Sidney Hen-

shaw, late a professor of mathematics in the navy, a«k
nig to be allowed the three months' pay granted dis¬
charged officers ; which, alter a word of explanation by
Mr. S , was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.
Mr. S. also presented a memorial of Wm. W. Smith,

and other citizens of lite United Suites, asking that pro¬
vision may be made for obtaining certain impoitant sta¬
tistical information in cot nexion with the census of
1S5Q; which was referred to th# select committee on the
census.
Mr. S. also presented the memorial of the heirs of

Joseph Mussi, asking indemnity for French spoliations
ptior to 1600; which was ordered to lie op the table.
Mr. GREENE presented the petition of Marie Mason,

widow of Milo Mason, late an officer in the army of the
United States, asking to be allowed certain arrearages of
l>ay due her late husband, and reimbursement of money
expeuded by him in the public service ; which was order
ed to be refened to the Committee on Military Affairs.
Ml DOWNS presented the memorial ot L. E. L A.

1.3wson, daughter and heir of Eleazer W Ripley, asking
the payment of a verJict rendered in favor ol ber late
father in a suit instituted against him by the United
States; which was refrtred to the Committee on the Ju¬
diciary.
Mr. MASON presented the petition of the legal repre¬

sentative of John M. liuit, and the memorial ol Nathan¬
iel WatUe*, president ot lue Marine insurance Compa¬
ny of Alexandria, asking iulemnity for French spolia¬
tions prior to 1900; which were ordered to lie on the
table.

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of the president
and directors of the Potomac Insurance Company of
Georgetown, asking a renewal of the charter of said
company; which was relerred to the Committee on the
District oi Columbia.
Mr. BALDWIN presented the memorial of Sara'i

Snow, anU the memorial of ih«> beirs of Jabe/ Hunting-
loo, a«liing indemnity lor Kiench spoliations prior to l^OU;
which were <>r»lr. .-<! to lie »n the table.
Mr. DICKINSON prt-tented the memorial of the ad-

miuiatra'or of Wm. Woodworth, patentee of a plaring
machiue, asking the renewal of his patent: which was
refrirH to the Committee on Patent* and the Patent
Office
Mr. D. also presented the memorial of Ja*. Rohertaon.

askinc an investigation of certain charges made acainst
him of threatening with violence a member of the United
States Senate, and redress for illegal imprisonment;
winch was referred to the Committee of Claims.
Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of liudariii

A. Parson.*, asking compensation for prices in raising
and organizing the volunteers futmsUed hv the State of
Missouri for the Meiicaa war; which was referred to
tbe Committee on Military Affairs
Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of Nancy

Kirkpalrick, widow 01 a revolutionary soldier, asking to
he alln-ved a back pension; which was referred to the
Committee on Pension*.

Mr. UNDHRWOOD presented a petition from certain
ctiaens of Kentucky; which, being short, he Mil he
woald lead to tbe Senate. It was aa follows :

pcTmoM fob pkacr.

To ikt konormUt Small of tht Simla
Tt»e uo l»rsign*d, ciiitens of Allen county, la the rf.ele of

Kentucky, ilr(.lociiin ihe insmMd evil* of war, and l»sliev-
iuC It po«*it>l« 10 »upsr*<-d<*t in mod rase*, H* nlieged tie

e .» Itf, by lira timely s<t >ption o' wise and I 'ltiMt inbill-
iu;e», rsspeoilully rr^uest your bouorstU l>ndy 10 lake »ucli
actios as you may dscm best in favor ol titpulatrd ar

bitrsnon, or a coogrest ol nation*, lor ihe a<-cotnpli*bmei.l
ol this most desirable end.
Dee , A. D IMI
Mr. U. stated that he entirely agreed with the senti¬

ments of the petitioner*.
I'lie petition was referred to tbe Committee on Fortign

Relation*.
Mr. DAY F0N presented the petition of Francis A

Stockton, a purser 111 tbe navy, asking Ihe repayment of
money expended by In in on public account in the port
of Southampton, England, while on board the United
States ship S\ Lawrence; which was referred to the
1 ummittee on Naval Atfaira.
Mr. D also presente.l a memorial from the same, ask¬

ing to be released from liability for a sum of money lost
in consequence of the failure of tbe bank in which it
was deposited; which was referred to the Committee on

Naval Affairs.
Mr. D. also presented, from the same, a petition. a*k

ing the repayment of money expended in parchasing sup¬
plies for tbe public service ; which was referred to tbe
Committee on Naval Affair*

Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of tbe heir*
at Junrt Cox. drrnno), asking indemnity for French
spoliation* prior to ltM; which was ordeted to lit on the
tsbla.
Mr. DODGE of Iowa presented a petition of citizen* of

Madison and Poik counue*, in that State, asking the
establishment of a mail route from Fort Des Mcwnes to
Coaacil Bluffs, and a mail route from Winterset, in Iowa,
to Athens, Missouri; which was referred to the Commit¬
tee on tbe Post Office and Post Roads.
Mr SMITH presented a petition of citizen* of Bridge¬

port, Connecticut, a«king an appropriation for the im¬
provement of the harbor at that place; which wa* re

leered to the Commit :ee on Commerce.
Mr. 8 also presented the petition of Frances P. (Jardi-

ner, widow of an officer in ihe army, who was killed in

battle, asking to be allowed a pension 5 which was re¬
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs
. Mr. S alao presented tbe petition of France* Fowler,
widow of an officer in the army who died in *ervice, ask
im a pen*mn which wa» reierred to the Committee on

Military Affairs.
Oa motion by Mr. MASON,
Ordered. Thai 1U0 u.i of Nailirnixl Kuyfcemla.1, on

tbe flies of Hie 3enat», be referred to tbe C,«n'ti.Ure on the
I'ost Office and Post Kos<t«
On motion by Mr. ATCHISON,
Ordered, Tbsi tbe pet lion ol tbe heir* of Robert Sewaf,

on tbe fHe* of ihe Senate, be referred to tbe Committee «.!

Claim*.
Oo motion by Mr. BENTON,
OderrH, Tbat tbe petition of Tbonia* Al'cn, on the Ale-

<* the donate, be referred to tbe Committee of Claim*.
On motion by Mr. DODGE of Iowa.
(hdtrtn, Tun Ihe p?>itiM ol the 1^**1 |. |>r«*entitives o

iohn Kioe Jones, <-ri the Ales ol ilio i*enau-, be rslerre-l l<
ibe Comi*iltm on Prir»i* Land Claim t.

Oa motion by Mr. BRIGHT,
Orrftrsrf, Ibat tbe document* x» tbe filss o( tUe Senate,

relatlaf to the cl tltn of 0»*>naliel Tsylor and hi» tor lies
b* retailed to tbe Commltm^ of Claim*.
On motion by Mr. BELL,

Ordered, Thai llie men.o-tal ol its dcUftalo* of itie Creek
nation be leterred to the Committee o»Indian Aifairt
On motion by Mr. CORWIN,
O'drrtd, TUat tlia memorial < f rtas a IminUtrator of Win.

A. SUeum, o«t ibe ltU> at ike SensY, l»« referred to lha
Committee on Foreign lle'auotu.

HKHOI.UTIONI OS STATIC LBGULATt'KKH.
Mr. UPHAM presented a report and resolutions adopted

by the general assembly of Vermont, recommending (he
establishment of a bureau of agriculture in the Depart¬
ment of the Interior at Washington; which were referred
to the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be
printed.
Mr. U. also presented resolutions passed by the senate

and house of representatives of the State of Vermont,
expressive of their opinion of the powers conferred on

Congress by the constitution of the United States, and
requesting the senators and repreaeutativee of that State
in Congress to resist bv all constitutional means the ex¬
tension of slavery, and to exclude slavery from the Dis¬
trict of Columbia, and requesting the representatives of the
said State to use their exertion for the orounzation of
certain tertitorial governments, with a proviso exclud¬
ing involuntary servitude therefrom, except for crime;
which Mr. U. moved to have printed for the use of the
Senate. ! .Mr. MANGUM moved that the motion to receive the
resolutions be laid upon the table.
Mr. HALE aud Mr. UPHAM demanded the yeas «nd

nays upon the motion
Mr. U. expressed his surprise at the objection to re¬

ceiving resolutions of a sovereign State. It was usual
to receive such documents and print them without objec¬
tion.
Mr. DAWSON remarked that the resolutions presented

by the senator had already been printed, and were upon
the tables of senators.

Mr. UPHAM replied that they had been printed in the
other House, and without objection.

Mr. KING. I will state that the practice has been,
that whenever resolutions or memorials are presented
here, if the Chair has any expectation of any objection
on the part of any senator to their reception, for the Chair
to ask whether they should be received. It is parlia¬
mentary usage and law, that no paper can be received
without the eoasent of the body to which it is present¬
ed; and it becomes the duty of the, presiding officer,
when he knows that there is any objection to the recep¬tion of ft paper, to put the question, Shall it be received ?
and the practice has been, in the case of memorials on
this subject, heretofore, to move to lay them upon the
table, and, to lay them upon the table. When, however,
resolutions are cent to us by sister States, it lias been the
practice, out of respfcet to thein, to move to lay them upon
the table, and order them to be pruned.
The yeas and r.avs upon the motion to lay the motion

to receive on the table were here oreered.
Mr. PHELPS. Mr. President,
Mr. HALE That question is not debatable.is it.'
Mr. PHELPS. Certainly not. I arose simply to say,

as it is a question of order, as to the disposition of th-se
memorials, that 1 think the senator from Alabama.
[Mr. KiKo] is right. As 1 understand the practice, it
baa been usual to receive all such resolutions, and to
order them to be printed.
Mr. MANGUM. Will the senator yield the floor?
Mr. PHELPS. Certainly; with pleasure.
Mr. MANGUM. 1 wis., to say that the Ma:ements of

the senator from Alabama do not accord with what was

my impres>ion of the settled practice of the last twelve or
fourteen years. If that is the view of the honorable sen¬
ator, I have no objection, and 1 withdraw my motion.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is upon the

motion to print, there being no objection to the reception
of the resolutions. .

Mr. YULEE. 1 desire to say, sir, as the resolutions
have been received, as I understand, and the motion
now under consideration is that of priutn.g them, that
whatever may have been the practice of the Senate,
and whatever may be the disposition uf the gentlemen
who have conformed to that practice, 1 shall feel it in¬
cumbent upon me to act in ;hu> case as I did in the case,
at the last session, of the resolutions from the Stale of
New Yerk. 1 then took the ground, sir, that although it
mizht be proper to receive and lay upon the table reso¬
lutions emanating from the legislature of a sovereign
State, it was not incumbent upon us.and certainly 1
shall not conceive it to be incumbent upon me.to give
dignity to the proceeding by agreeing to the printing of
resolutions winch use lannuj^e Oj>|>robnour< and often-
wive to the cifotens of the State whicn I represent, and to
a Urge portion of the citizens of this country.even more
offensive, more violent, more opprobrious, to the sister
Slates of Vermont tl.au any resolution* ever presented to
this body before.

Let me read the first resolution : ?

Rttolwd bf tkt Swill and N<u< of fUp'tu»t*lioti, That
(livery i* a crime againtt huin.rnitv, and a tore e«U in Uie
b jdy |«Uric, that « ai excused by IM Irair.er* u! the federal
constitution a* a crime entailed m>.in the country by their
piedeoesaors, and loieraied solely as a thing of inexorable
MMMttf.
No n, sir, slavery is an institution which the people I

represent here choose to maintain within their limits.and
wbich has been sanctioned by the constitution and by the
government in which they have engaged, with the State
of Vermont, now sending these resolutions ( believe,
Mr. President, lhat if we per.nil offensive language to be
used by the States of this Union with tespect to each
other, and to be received by thi- body, and if we give it
our countenance, our aaiictioo, and our aid, tm far as that
silent acquicscenre goes, to the continuance and repeti¬
tion of such language of crimination and recrimination
between the S:a:ea.if we |wrmit and sanction the con¬
tinuance of irritation between the States, it mti t lead
eventually to much danger to the jermanence and con¬
tinuance of this Union
These resolutions, sir, are not communicated to the

Senate by the legislature of Vermont: they are instruc¬
tions to their senators and representatives; and it will be
found, I think, that it was not until the last session that
the precedent was ever set of presenting to this body
resolutions not addressed 10 the Senate, but directed only
to tbe representatives and senators, and intended for in¬

structions to them alone. Now, sir. although I am wil¬
ling, when they present them, to receive tliem, and to

lay them upon lite laMe, as an evidence to the Senate of
the authority under which those senators act, and ac-

rordin* to which they east their votes, jet we are not
called upon lo do thai which we are not bound to do
Wears not called upon to give dignity to them by order¬
ing them to be prnted At all events, as an individual
representing a S'ate whose institutions are tints de¬
nounced by tbe sister State of Vermont, as it is the onU
means by which I can mark my reprehension of such
language, I shall *«t«.if I vote alone.against the
printing.
Mr. tfUTLKil obtained the fljor, but gave way to tiie

reading of the rt solutions, which weie read as follows:
R'to'wJ bf iHi thnalt and !li*u of H (ir«»*Hlii«, Tiiv

slavery is * Time sgainr hu-nanity. ami a «o» uvit in the
Indy politic, that vn excuse, I I>y 'lit Trainers of tiui fed rul
constitution as a crime entailed n;>m the country by their
pmd«jes«or*, and tjierated sole'y at a thin* ot nirxirsble
neossssity.
HnnltvJ, Thai ihe so-cs'lr-d "oompromlse* of tbe consti¬

tution" restrained ih« Mial govern nent from inteiivr-
.stlce with slavery only In the Bistes In which It then ei*

isted, and from r terlerence vnt tie slave trade only f<>- a

limited lime, winch his long since expired ; and tb»' the
powers conferrtd upon CMifess by tbe oo"*tnution to »up-
[ureM tbe "lave trade, lo reg state emmaeroe between tne

|iPta*», to gorem tue Teniivrm, an I to admit new States.
|w*pr< conferred with an express imentio.i "M form a

inore i«erfe t on on, establish juetoe* Insure domestic irsn-

|U lity. pr-vidi tot tiie eonun mi ilofen-v, pro.no e tao «etic
r*l welfare, and secure the t>le««ing<of liberty !.> our*-l«re«
and our posterity". mar all nght'uily Iti used si as to pre
ven' ttie el en 101 of slav-.-iy into territory now free, and to

¦ Irtish slavery hikJ the sUve 'rah- wherever el'her exi-t«
under the jurisdiction Of Congress.
R toleru, TliAt our svnatoss and representative* in Con-

('Ms be requested lo m,i<t *jy *1 and every constitutional
masns trm rxtexs ou ot slnvnry iu »nv ni inner, w.ieihei i»/
the aiin.-xstion to stavebiWin* Texss ot territory now
'tee, or by the adniwon lo tkn tiston of territory already
acpaired, nt wm<li inay lie lier«slter acquires], without
sn eipress prohibitory r>| slavery, either in toe constitution
of eacn new Stat* ashing admission, «r la the U^t of Con-
(f "' provmim lor such admission.
^

H to tr l (»¦ ihrr, Tlist onr « -nators sn I representatives in(
Ooii»re«« >-? r. -j i-vd to sii| p »'t every just and prs.den
mea*u «_. for the exclusioa ot nlavery Ir^in tlw Uisrictol
C ilurnbia ; for the entire tnppros Ion of tll<« slave trade ou

the high seas sud wherever e ss Congress has jurisdiction;
ami generally to rrliave tbe lederal gjeernmern fr.xii »l< re-

insibillty lor the exutencn, ntsintenance, or toieranc . o

*«tT, or the tralHe. in slave*.
Re»o/t*d,fmrlhtr, Thit nut senators in Congress be In¬

structed, and our representatives requested, to use their ex¬
ertion* for the speedy organization of a territorial govern¬
ment for Mew Mexico and Calif ornia, with a provision for¬
ever excluding Invelunter/ serenade, except tor crime,
ikesefroui.

R'inJn-.l, Thai the governor Im rr- j n 's e I to furnish a

*H>y ®f 'h"! foregoing r«so)u»t«»n* m ea iiotOur senators and
epreventatives id Co gress, and IOIIm iprvomor of each
Mats in tbe Union.
Approved November 12, IHB.
Mr. BITLKR. Mr. President. I shall vote for the

priming of these resolutions. I think, in import, they
are preriaeiy the seme as other resolutions offered by non
slaveholding States, which l«Tt been received and print-

ed. I therefor* adhere to U|N^fe and custom. A* long a*
I represent one of the sove&Ign Siate* of this Union. I
shall extend to th« other member* the courtesy of pnnt-
his resolutions of thi* kind. But, Mr Preaident, 1 shall
also vote for it for a very different reason. I want the
people of the southern State* to see the progress of opin¬
ion at the North, f wani thein to hear ine language used
by northern States in reference to southern institution*.
1 want them to understand that northern Stales have
said that this is an nuworihy copartnership, and that the
North has been tainted by the confederacy. I do not
want, *ir, to impose a straw's impediment in the way of
the knowledge of these opinions by the South. I will
not,,upon collateral issue* of this kind, oppose the print¬
ing of the resolution*. 1 with tbe.se demonstrations to
go forth in exactly the larutuage in which they send thein
here, and I shall not avoid thein in any form in which
they choose to present them.
Mr. PHfcLPS. I believe that the Senate will bear me

witness, that for the ten years during which 1 have had
the honor of a seat in this bodv. ( have uniformly
avoided discussion upon this troublesome question. I
have met it here upon one or two occasions, when the
matter was called up, but I believe I have met it in a

spirit of conciliation; I have met it in a manner indica¬
ting my adherence to the spirit of harmony; and, sir, I
never shall approach the subject with any other feelings

VVith retpect to thee* resolutions, I have only a word
or two to nay: that thi* subject ha* not only attracted
tlie attention of the people of this country, but it has
arretted the attention of the world at large. It i* a sub¬
ject upon which any people and every people are at lib¬
erty to express their bpiniou*. It is a great question of
moral action.a great question of political action. I hold
it therefore to be right, sir, that all persons, at all times,
should be at liberty to express their opinion* upon it.
The State of Vermont should have liberty to express her
opinions The senator from Florida is at liberty to ex
press his opinions It is the " areat absorbing question
of the day," as it has been called; and of course every
portion of thi* country i* at liberty to express its opinions
upon it. I may here remark, that wb.tn the legislature of
my own State expressed their sentiments in the.se reso¬
lutions, they did not expect that any peculiar importance
would be attached to them.that they would receive the
concurrence and sanction of the Senate. They did not
think of it. As I hive remarked, I have avoided all irri¬
tating discussion upon this subject of slavery. I deprecate
it upon both sides. 1 regret much that this subject cannot
be disposed of by the South and the North in a spirit of
conciliation, harmony, and good feeling. I wish now it
was settled, and settled forever.

It is in this wav, and this only, that the subject
can be disposed of. Irritation, provocation, offensive
language, do mischief and mischief only. I am de¬
posed to meet it as a great absorbing question, which, in
the discharge of my duties, I am called upon every hour
to meet. Now, sir, 1 meet this subject, and how do I
meet it? As respect* this question, so lar as it is a sub¬
ject of legislation.this question of slavery in relation to
the territories, and in relation U> the District.it i* a pure
question of policy, to be settled by us in our discre-
tion. if we think this institution in not calculated
to promote the prosperity of the Territories.if we
think it is mischievous in its character in this Dis¬
trict.it is our duty, as wise legislator*, to put our
hands upon the statute-book, ami to blot it out. It
is a (treat auestinn of policy to be fettled by us, and
not one of feelings of mutual crimination; it is a

great question to be discussed in a calm and dispas-
sinuate manner. I do not like this azitation I have
avoided it; I have studiously ktpt myself out of the wa\
of it, for the reason that discussion has not been con
ducted, let me say, in the best manner.
Now, with regard to these resolutions, what are they ?

They are the expression of the scntimeut ot the people
of my own State. * As such they are olferetl here, and for
nothing more We ask that they be received, a* the ex-
press ion of the oninion of any other State has been re-

!ceive l by us. We ask nothing more than that which
has been accorded by common courtesy to every expres¬
sion of opinion upon similar subjects coming from a aov-
ereign Slate.

But gentlemen will excuse me if I add, after what ha-
been said, thai these resolutions express the opinions of
the civilized world. They are the sentiments, I say, of
the civilized world upon this subject; and instead of be
in* made the subject of reproach here, they should be
treated as the seniiments of the C'vilized world.as the
sentiments of the age in which we live.
What are these resolutionsDo they ask for inter¬

ference in the domestic concerns of any of the Stales?
No, sir. They call upon Congress to do its duty where
it has the power. They pro(>ose not to meddle with the

I internal policy of any Sute; but they call upon us, where
we possess the power, to perform our duty.that duty to
which we are called, 1 believe, by the universal senti-
ment of the civilized world, with the exception of those
portions of it where the peculiar institution prevails.
Having said thus muC3,1 think it my duty to say that no

man.no man.is moreaverse to an otficious intermeddling
with the atlairs of our sinter States than I am. I leave
them with their irritations. I leave them to manage their
institutions in their own way. I will not lift a finger to
disturb them in the regulation of their own concerns.
Bui, sir, on this great question, when it is approved on

| the one hand, and when it is disapproved on the other,
land when the question is raised whether this institution
shall be coextensive with our possessions.when the
question is raised whether it shill be extended tbe world
over, if our power covers the world.then I shall fo.low
the dictates of my own judgment and of my own con¬
science, and say, where it now exists, let it be. but
where it does not exist, let it not be carried. Such are
my opinions, sir.

Mr. BKKHIEN. I cannot acquiesce in tht views en¬
tertained by my friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Bit-
Lea,] and I desire to suggest to him and to the Senate,
tbe view in which this subject i* presented to my mind
1 am quite disposed to adhere to the usage of the Senate
m the respect which is paid to the communications of the
sovereign Stales of this Union, ad lieesed lo this body.
Hut that is not the character of the resolutions which
hare been presented by the senator from Vermont, [M<*
Ufham.] I do not oppo-e, myself, the printing of these
resolutions because ot tbe |*culiar sentiments which are
entertained and expressed by the legislature of Vermont.
They are free, so far as any objection of mine is concerned,
to entertain and to express their sentimenism the unmeas
ured language which the>»have used on this occasion ; nor
can I be tempted to enter into this discussion by ihe broid
declaration ot the senator' who ha* just taken his seat-
some «hat qualified, indeed, by his concluding remarks
tnat the opinions expressed by the legislature of Vermoir,
and reiterated by him, are the opinions of the civilized

that we, therefor*, anon* whom these institu
tions exist, are beyond the pale of the civilized world
which is recognised by the senator from Vermont
Neither c m i accord perfectly with my friend from South
Carolina, [Mr BtrrLEa,] in the views expressed by
liini. I cannot be ti'mptsil <o enter into the discussion ot
this question upon thes.; collateral issues; but 1 found
iny objection to the printing of this paper upon the
groan that it is one with which the Senate of
the United States has nothing to do. It is not
addressed to the Senate of the United States. The
senator from Vermont discusses the question, what
it is that tbe legislators of that Slate have ask¬
ed the Congress of tbe United States to do. Sir, by
this resolution, they have wked nothing of th* Congress
of the United States; and these gentlemen have t.iken
from their pockets pr.vate instructions addressed to tbe.it
as senators, ami to their a»«ici»<e« in the other House,
*nJ have hid th»m upon the ta*>le of the Senate. They
were not even called upon by the resolutions to commuin
cale them to the Senate. It is an aci of supererogation.
an act which they were not required to perlorm And are
we, sir, to look into the private instructions of Vermont
to her senators, and publish them to the American people.'
For one, I cannot consent to do it
Again, I a n not influenced by the considerations al

dressed by my friend from South Carolina.th«- desire to
make known to the southern people what is the feeling
of Ihe North U|>ou this subject. Sir, tltat feeling is per-
tectly understood, to far as it is expressed by ths acta of
legislative bodies. I believe the South understand that

j well. There can be no reason for depertng from our
' usual course, to print instructions presented by oar legis¬
latures to their senators, for th* purpose of getting at such
information. Why, sir, if the instructions given by
those legislatures to the.r senators for their guidance are
to be taken up by the Senate of the niled States and
published, where is the limit ? All communications which
may be made to those gentlemen, which they think prop¬
er to announce to the Senate of the United States, iro n

(heir respective legislatures or the official authorities ot
their States, Will be entitled to be published. Whenever
the legislature of Vermont chooses to address the Con
Kress or the Senate of the United States, the sentiments
which they express, whether they ascotd with mine or
not, shall receive the respectful consideration which, em¬
anating from a sovereign State, they are entitled to re¬
ceive. Instruction lo tbe senators belong to them, and
not to us

Mr UPHAM I have no disposition, sir, to continue
this discussion, and I had no idea, when I introduced the
resolutions, that such . discussion would arise from any

by any member of the Seuale. I believe it to
hare beet invariably the case thai resolutions from States
have bee* received without oppoaitiou. But, Mr. the sen¬

ator from Geoivia [Mr. BcKaiBM] opposes the priuting
upon the ground lhat they are not addressed to the Semite
of the I'ititeil States. He treats them as private instruc¬
tions to senators, and as not properly brought before the
Senate Now, sir, these resoluliont are in the same form
us all the resolutions ever presented to the Senate upon
this subject. If the honorable senator will look at the
resolutions whieh were presented, if not by him, by his
colleague, in regard to certain measures, at the last ses¬
sion, he will perceive that tbey were in precisely this
form. 1 now hold in my hand the resolutions from
Michigan upon the subject, presented by the senator from
Michigan the other day. T^bey were laid upon the table
and ordered to be punted. Tne resolutions conclude by
requesting her representatives and instructing her senators,
but contains no request to lay them before their respective
bouses.
The other day the senator from Missouri [Mr. Atchi¬

son] introduced a series of resolutions precisely in this
form, with no resolution directing them to lay them be¬
fore the Senate, but merely expressing their views, and
instructing their senators and requesting their representa¬
tives to act in conformity with tbem, and to carry out
these views. t believe, if tne journal should be inspected,
there could not be found a series of resolution * intro¬
duced upon this subject, or upon any other, where the
legislatures of the Suites sent instructions to their seua-

tors, and where they requested them to lay those resolu¬
tions before their respective houses, it is never done;
and I do not believe a precedent can be found for it.
These resolutions, therefore, are in the form of all the
resolutions which have come here, at least within the six
years during which 1 have had the honor o( a seat upon
this floor.
The resolutions of the State of Virginia that came here

l:ist year, accompanied by elaborate »|ieeclie«.resolu¬
tions not only Fpeakuiic upon the subject of slavery, but
threatening a dissolution of the Union, if certain measures
of legislation proposed should be consummated these
resolutions were in this form precisely.

1 have no disposition, sir, to go into the discussion of
the main question upon this collateral issue. We have
an opportunity almost every weeklu the session of meet
ing the question fairly, anu frankly, and appropriately. 1
admi re the views expressed by the senator from South
Carolina, [Mr. BuTLca.] 1 tuiuk he is right in saying
that the opinions of the North upon this question should
be known and thoroughly uihlerstood. The slavehold-
ing States desire to know what the free States think upon
the subject, what opinion they have formed, and whether
or not they are determined, so far as they can constitu¬
tionally, to carry out that opinion ia the legislative ac¬
tion of the country. Let that opinion be expressed free¬
ly and frankly, if it is erroneous, 1 trust that no one
will be afraid tocomb.it it. If senators wish to argue.
if they are not fearful of argument.the North are wil¬
ling to meet them boldly here or elsewhere, i hope,
then, sir, that there will be no attempt to bring up
a discussion upon these lesolutious, because the
legislature oi Vermont did not instruct their senators to in-
iroJuce theiu here, since such instructions have never been
given. The resolutions are transmitted by the executive
to the senators and representatives, and they are accom¬
panied by a letter from the executive directing them to
receive the resolutions; whether that letter has ever re¬

quired them to lay tlieiri before the Senate, I do not recol¬
lect. 1 do not know that there lia« ever been a case
where there were such instmctions.
A Senator The precedents are both wavs.
Mr. UPHAM. The senator from North Carolina says

that the precedent* are both ways. This, however, I can
say, that the resolutions 1 have in my hand are in precisely
the same form with the resolutions presented the other
day.
Mr. MASON. The path of the southern States upon

this question is now straight b«fore us. It Aas been
marked out by the State which I have the honor to rep¬
resent in part here, and what she has declared has been
reapon'tei to, to the fullest extent, by all or nearly all of
the whole southern people. 1 say, sir, her path is marked
out, straight ami direct. And I should regret exceedingly
if that path should be obstructed in the slightest degree
by any collateral and unneceswry issues

1 agree entirely with what fell troin the honorable sena¬
tor from South Carolina, [Mr. Butler,] who nils before
ine, that these resolutions should be printed. And I ap¬
prehend, with all possible resusct which I entertain for
my colleague over the way, [Mr. Bicajiic»i].yes. sir, f
call the MMiator from Georgia my colleague, on this ques*
tioa, at least.that the objection which he has made savors
somewhat of special pleading.

Sir, at the last session, the resolutions offered by the
senator from New York, who is now here no longer,
[Mr. Dix,] reflecting in terms even more severe
A SesAroa, (in his seat) Ou '. no.
Mr. MASON. 1 am willing to be corrected Accord-

ing to m, recollection, those resolutions.-equally severe,
if not more so, and of the same character.were ordered
tii be printed.

I entertained the opinion then, and declared it here,
that it was due to that State, as a sovereign State of this
Union, that they should be priuted. What is the usage of
the Senate ? If I remember ri^tot, it has been the usage du¬
ring many y ears, that whatever opinions might be ex¬
pressed in resolutions presented here from the States,
and whatever objections there might be to them, yet
when they were offered, they were received and priuted.
Such I believe is the usage, and such i believe is the
rule of the Senate. All co.n.nuiiicaiioa,« made to this
body siiouii be couched iu reapectiul terms. But 1 hold
that Here, where the States are conveuted, th« States
themselves are to be the judges of their own conduct and
their own language, and that there should be an entire
exemption to them from rules governing our intercourse
with private persons. Why, sir, if the State of Ver¬
mont, of New York, or any other >tate, 4eems it
respectful to itse.f to use language of this kind to
a body where the States are repretwnted, let tbein do
so; let it go down to history, and let history record it. It
is not lor us to correct it in any form We may correct it
in individuals, but we cannot correct it in States. I say,
let thnn be printed. It is due to ourselves.it ia due to the
Stales.that whatever is presented irom them should be

Cmted, and should go down to posterity and to history.
!t them take the responsibility ol their own acts
I understand that in the resolutions offered by the sena¬

tor from Vermont, an institution now existing in a large
number of the States of this confederacy m denounced
as a crime.a crime! Very well. If the State of Ver¬
mont deems it respectful to herself to use that lan¬
guage with regard to any institution of her sister States,
it dors not become u* to retake her for it I desire,
sir, that they may be printed. 1 desire that if that
great issue is forced u^ion us.that issue which all
patriots and lovers of the Union should avoid.that it
may be known to histo.y what leJ to it, and under what
circumstances it was tendered I desire that it may be
shown upon the records of the Senate that this institution.

domestic, purely domestic.for which the Stales alone
are responsible, has been spoken of by sister States as a

crim; 1 desire further, with the senator Irom Souih
Carolina, [ Mr. Butler.) that it shall go among our own

people, anil that when that day comes.if coin* it shoul I.
it mty ap,war upon the record that such vituperative
language has been heaped upon us day after day, not by
fanaiics only, but, I regret to say, by sovereign States
upon this floor.

I did not design to have occupied the time of the Sen¬
ate upon this occasion, and regret that 1 have been be¬
trayed thus lar; but the topic is excit.ng. The honorable
senator from Vermont has spoken ol resolutions intro¬
duced here from the State ol Virginia. He is correct in
regard to their character. If I recollect aright, they were
not addressed to the Senate, but to their senators We
tlionght it our duty, upon receiving them, as the senator
thought it his, and I think rightly, to present them to the
Senate.
The set.ator says that in these resolutions there was a

threat of dissolution of the Union. I disclaim it There
was no threat.none. There was a determined pra-
po»r. .a resolve by the State of Virginia to protect her
honor and her institutions against all aggression, from
any quarter. There were no threats.none whatever.
Virginia atanis iu a position that will not permit it.
Threats!.to whom ' To those with whom she is asso¬

ciated in this Union.' Why, sir, threats are made by
braggarts in the streets! It belongs to that clasa to utter
threat*.not to independent States; and I assure that
senator, and all who hear me, that if the law m passe t,
which is calle 1 for by the resolutions just submitted, th.
determination of Virginia will be made good, in her own

language, " at every har.ard, and to the la»t extremity."
If ii leada to a dissolution of tbe Union, I would submit
it to you, sir, or to any man who knows what it
ia to oe a freemsn, who would hesitate for one instant.
heatate when the choice is p it to imri between a diseo
lution of this Union and submission to a government ot
unlimited power f Mir, in that caae, tbe constitution
would not only not b« worth the parchment upon which
it is written, hut every son of the South would be truant
to kis fathers and his blood, who would regard it lor one
instant. That ia tbe resolution.the determination in

which the senator from Vermont sees only . threat o!
disunioa. It ia the choice between resistance at every

hazard, and to the last extremity. and submission to a
government of unlimiUtd power Wheu that day come*air, the decision of the State of Viiginia is made ami 1would not pledge my life only, but i pledge the Ii**h ofall her citizens, that she will make it good. 1 hope the
resolutions will be printed. .

Mr. HALK 1 with simply to correct a matter of his¬
tory It i* stated by the honorable senator from Alaba¬
ma that it hait always been a practice, out of regard to
the sister Slates, to print lbs resolutions sent here by
tbem. i have had occasion to consult the records, sir,
upon this matter, and I find, singularly enough, bat one

solitary exception to that rale ; and singular an it may
seen. that exception was iu the case of this very State
of Vermont, kleven vears ago to-morrow, sir.on the
cth of January, isrjy.Mr. Prentiss of Vermont introduced
the resolutions of that State, instructing her senators and
reques'ing her representatives to um their efforts to
prevent the annexation of Texas, to procure the abo¬
lition of the slave trade and of slavery in the District of
Columbia, and to defend their right of petition. Mr
Prentiss moved that they be laid upon the table anil
printed. A division was called for by Mr. Foster, and
tb<! question of laying upon the table was decided in the
affirmative. The question recurring ujion the printing of
the resolutions, a motion was made by Mr Lumpkin thai
the motion to print should be laid upon the table. The
yew and nays were taken; and that record is very in¬
structive.paiticularly if you read the yeas arid nays,
and then read the names of those in the Senate that did
not appear among the yeas and nays there. There were
29 yeas, sir, and only 8 nays; so that, in that instance,
the reflations of one of tne "sovereignties".1 believe
that is the name they call them now, sir.of one of the
"sovereignties" of this confederacy wet* laid upon the
table by a vote in the Senate of to S.

With that exception of the tnh of January, 183U, up to
this time, I believe the practice lias been, as slated by the
senator from Alabama, [Mr. Kinu,] to print the resolu
tions. Resolutions coining from southern States, vastly
more offensive to gentlemen who differ from them than
those coming from the free States are, have been receive.I
and printed without any objection. At the same time, it
appears by the record that eleven years ago to morrow.1
wish this had t>een put off another day, sir, so that we

might have the even year for it.this resolution was laid
upon the table, and the printing was refused Now, sir,
I um no representative of Vermont.and -..e is vastly
better represented here than she would be if rep¬
resented by some others.and 1 do not know that
there is anything peculiar in the resolutions she
presents; but it seems to be a peculiar coincidence,
that the only exception to the general practice of the
Senate should have been in the case of that State, and
that now it is desired that it shall be repeated. 1 simply
wish, as a matter of history, to make this statement, and
to state the result of calling the yeas and nays, so that
those who object to the printing of these resolutions may
see that they stand upon the record with a precedent be¬
fore them.
A Senator. And a precedent exactly in point.
Mr. HALE. Yes, sir, a precedent exactly in point, be-

cause it is a Vermont case. In regard to what has fallen
from the senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] allow me
to nay that, for one, 1 do not see any great occasion for
excitement upon this subject.
A Senator. Please to read the yeas and nays.
Mr. HALE read the names from the journal, and re¬

sumed:
In regard to these resolution.", sir, as I was about to

remark, 1 think they are very harmless things alter all.
The true state of the fact, sir, is this: There Las been a
small hand of fanatics at the North a good while ; and
they have made so much noise that the people begin to
think they are more numerous than they are. The whig
party and the democratic party have already begun to
think they are of some consequence; and the result is,
that they have started upon the game of resolutions,
for their especial benefit. The whin parly passes a set of
resolutions, and then the democratic party passes a set ot
resolutions.they had to come to it at last.because, sir,
lanaticshave votes there as well as other folks. [Laughter.]
So the whigs and democrats ootb set to work with their
resolutions to catch the fanatics; and these resolutions are
intended for home use altogether, [renewed laughter;]
and that explains the reason why Uiey are not instructed
to he presented here, because they are not intended to be
presented here.they are for home use only. The whigs
call the democrats pro-slaver}', and then the democrats
turn round and call tne whigs pro-slavery; and they can
each point to the record, an l show that they bare passed
the most stringent resolutions that could possibly be
written. Resolutions? Why. sir, there have been reso¬
lutions enough passed against slavery.passed under these
circumstances.to make a winding sheet for every slave
and every slaveholder in the Union. Yet, after all, if
you sift it to the bottom, you will And that there is very
little refoiulim in any of their " remluUiont."
Eiotement! If there has been any excitement cseated

by these resolutions, I can assure the senator that they
do not mean anything. They are the most harmless!
thing* in the world. They are simply intended tp be
used about election tiiae.to be used on gieat occasions
When favorite candidates are to be pushed in, or others
defeated, then they are of some use. And that is the
way we happen to get these resolutions from Vermont at
the present time; lor the legislature of Vermont will
have to till a vacancy in the United States Senate at their
next session. They will be obliged either to re-elect
this gentleman, whose term soon expires, or to elect
some other one in his place. And it is very convenient,
sir, at such times, to show good resolutions, ['ireat
laughter.] And so it is in all these Stales. And really it
seem* to me that, in this point of view, they are very
harmless affairs; and senators may wait some time until
these fanatics get to be more numerous than it is appre¬
hended they are, belore these resolutions will do any
great bairn out of their immediate neighborhood. 1 do
not say these things to dis|Ntrage the expression of the
popular sentiment and will; bat this gre.il confederacy,
and the whole world, are waiting.waiting very an oous-

ly.to know what we are about; and it is certainly very
desirable that tbey should know the true state of the case
Mr. PHELPS. Iam very much gratified to find that

this subject is met in this kind temper. The honorable
senator iroin New llampihire is not far from the truth
hi tiie remarks he has made; and his peculiar modesty
forbade hie remarking that some of the senator's speeches
have been made for the same purpose as these resolu¬
tions to which he ha* referr<*l. The senator from New
Hampshire has recently, I believe, had the honor of pre¬
senting biuiself as the advocate of free-eoilism in Ver¬
mont; and, sir, as he has just made the tour of that State,
it is not to be wondered at that these resolutions should
have come immediately after him. But my object in
rising is not to trifle with the Senate. I har » never ap¬
proached this sub|ect with any other feeling than the
Iccling of apprehension. Would to God the discussion
might l>e teiminated to-day forever. But it cannot be
The agitation and excitement in every part of the country
forbid us to be silent. And, sir, let me remark on this
occasion, that I was very much gratified to find that
the honorable senator from Virginia met this snt>*
ject in so forbearing a mi finer To be sure, he inti¬
mated that the course of Virginia was markei ©at.
that hie own State would alhere to her drtermi
nation. Well, sir. if the determination of Virginia
is merely to regulate her own alLirs and hrr own
concerns, protect her own rights and honor, she is right.
Let her ad lie re to that determination. For one, I dis¬
claim altogether any pretension to interfere with the do¬
mestic arrangements of Virginia. ( concede to that Sta'e
what I claim for my own. If the chooses to su ituin thir
institution, and my own State rejects if. we stand upon
equal footing ; and it in nit the business of any Suite of
this Union to interfere with our choice.

Sir, there has been a mistake npon this subject 'It has
been intimated that the people of the North desire to
interfere with the domestic relations of their sister States
There is no such disposition pervading the mass of the
people. I know we have fanaticism and folly ; hut I do
not know of a senator on this floor who could disclaim
that there were fanaticism and folly at home. My object
in rising now in.to use a trite phrase.to derine
.ny own position; and, in defining it, I believe 1
sii.JI be defining that of a vast majority of our peo¬
ple. WeVlaim no authority, no right, to interfere in
the domestic arrangements of any State of this Union
Thia should b# distinctly understood by our friends
Virginia and South Carolina may maintain their own in¬

stitutions We claim no right to interfere So far,,11trust
the declaration is satisfactory Bat, air, the line of di*
tiuction, the distinction which we make, is a very prac¬
tical one. Where Congress pos«e«s the pow*f of loc i

iezislatim, they must exercise that potver in obedience
to their own fudgrnent: and if, with respect to the Tern-
lories, they deem it wise to prohibit the introduction ot

slavery, they hare the power to do so ; and if the sense

of. Congress should be in faror of the exercise of tha<
power, that power will be maintained. Well, what is
our conclusion f We claim no right to interfere with the
institutions of the States; but we claim a rnrbt to regu¬
late the institutions of th- Territories. Can thr right be
denied/ If we deem inexpedient to introduce the orfi-
nance of 1737, or the Wilmot Proviso, who will question
oar power ' And if, in our judgment, we deem it expe¬
dient to apply these restriction*, who shall say we hare

exceeded oar power*' Are senator* prepared for that '

Are they pre|iared to *ay to a* that any F' ue.Virginia,
South Carolina, or any other.however respectable she
nay he.shall dictate to Congress wilh respect to the ex-
imdieney ol these measures T Why, sir, such a preten¦ion could not be attempted s it will not be attempted.H Virginia has marked out her course, so far as that
course is consistent with the vindication of her owm
right*, nobody will interfere with her. But it the oourae
marked out is, that Congress shall be compelled by anysystem.I do not like to use harsh language.but ifCon-
gress is to be driven to adapt its resolution* to the pecu¬liar taste of anyone portion'of this Union, it loses the
respect of all Now, sir, i think that we should concede
to wch and all of the &ates the tight to regulate her andtheir own internal atiairs We claim the right to legis¬late for the rerritoiies.and do we claim anytntagoffensive when we insi.t that the regulation of these Ter¬
ritories shall rest ti|»on the unbiassed judgment of Con¬
gress ?
Now. sir, I have heard a great deal about northernfanaticism, but I have never supposed myself connectedwilh it. I have thought proper to explain my aosition,

and f hope and trust that position will not be misander-
Mood.
Mr. RUSK moved that the motion to print he laid upon

tRe table
Upon this motion the yeas and nays were demswied.

and ordered. .

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I would ask the indul¬
gence of the Senate to correct a misapprehension as to
the position I have taken. I desire to say that f have
not objected to the printing of this resolution because it
referred to the subject of slavery. I am very far irom hav¬
ing proposed to introduce a discussion of the subject, and 1
avoided a single word which might lead to discussion. !
object to the printing for the reason that it is an act of
courtesy alone that we are called u|>on to print them;
and for one, as the representative of the State of Flori¬
da, I will not agree to extend to the State of Vermont an
act of extra courtesy like this when she comes into the
Senate with language of opprobrium, whether upon slave¬
ry or any other subject. It is sufficient for me that the
language is that of lil-bremJing and insult, to determine
me to deny this courtrsy lo her. It is sufficient that we
h-ive received these resolutions, and placed them upon
record in the journal of the Senate; but to print them for
the use of the Senate is an extra act of courtesy to which
i will not consent.
Mr. BUTLER desired the senator frotn Texas to with¬

draw the motion to lay on tke table for a moment.
Mr. KUSK signified his readiness so to do.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The senator cannot with¬

draw the motion, the yea* and nays having been ordered.
Mr. BUTLER expressed the nope that he might be

allowed to make an explanation.
Mr. HALE also desired to occupy the attention of the

Senate, for a moment only.
Mr. RUSK. My only object in making the motion was

to stop all debate on the subject.
Mr. HALE. Il you will not extend tome that eoartMythat was extended to the senator on the other side, I will

.it down.
Mr. RUSK It will be for no practical pnrpoae, in my

opinion. My only object was to stop all debate.
Mr. BUTLER Certainly,I must be allowed to recon¬

cile my vote with what 1 have said. I shall vote to lay
this motion upon the table, so as to take it up to-mor¬
row, and not to defeat its passage. 1 am not to tie caught
in this kind of trap.to be forced into a contradiction.
The yeas and nays being then called, there ware 11

yeas, 46 nays, as follows, viz :

YEAd.Messrs. Heme.i, Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi,
Dsivson, Down«, Hou«(on, Ku-lc, soule, Stewart,Turner,
and Yul*e.II.
SAVS-MeHm Atcbiton, Badger", Baldwin, Bell, Ben¬

ton, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Cbasa, Clarke,
Ctay, Clemen*, Cooper, Corwin, Davit of Massachuieits,
Dayton, Dickinson, u il<f of luwt, Dodge of Wisconsin,
Dojglat, Fetch, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hsrulin, Hunter,
Jones, Maugtirn, Ma?on, Miller, Morton, Norris, Pearee,
Fueljw, Sebastian, Seward, Shield*, Smith, Spruanca,Sturgeon, Underwood, Ujiham, Wale*, Walker, and Whit- ^ *
como.46. i,

So the motion to lay upon the table was decided in tha
negative.
Mr. HALE. I will now say what I attempted to My

a few moments since; but will first state, that I am glad
that the senator from Vermont [Mr. Phelps] admits that
I am correct, so far as he understands the matter, in my
views with regard to the getting up oi these resolutions
i wish that some one who has an equal right to speait for
tne other (real party.the South.would be as candid,
and state whether or not I have as truly represented the
Mate of the case in their party.

But, sir, if 1 was understood to say, or to intimate from
what 1 said, that 1 believed that there was not a great
and growing sentiment of dissatisfaction at the North at
itbe overshadowing iniluence which the institution of
southern slavery bas bad, and does have, and threat¬
ens still to have, upon the legislation of this couiv-

try, 1 was understood to intimate a thing which I do
not believe; because, sir, there is such a sentiment,
and it is useless to ueny it. There is, sir, in the northern
States, so far as I know anything of it, a very great
feeling upon this subject; but it is a feeling which wiO
manliest itself within the limits of the constitution.
And, sir, they will hold, so far a« they can, and so faraa
they may, to a rigid accountability, ail those representa¬
tives, either iu this House or in the other, coming Iran
the tree Ktates, who undertake to sacrifice upon this
Hoor, or upon the floor of tbe other House, the moral
sentiments of the people of the free States npon this gnat
subject of slavery. Tnat feeling, sir, it is not necessary
for me to say, is exceedingly misunderstood and misrep¬
resented. But when the hour of action arrives.when
the exigency of the case demands it.it will be found that
there is in tbe feelings ol the people a deep rooted aenti-
mrnt ujsin the subject. that will bold to a most rigid ac¬
countability any nortliern man that falters in the enanci-
ation of that feeling, or in its sustentation upon tbe floor
of Congress. ¦»

Mr. CALHOUN. 1 rise simply to explain my vole
upon the motion to lay upon the table the motion to print
tbese resolutions. I did it solely in courtesy to the sen¬
ator who ha» the floor upon the question left unfiniahed
yesterday. It has been usual, when tbe hour of adjoara-
inent arrives, for the senator who may have obtained the
floor to yield to the motion to adjourn, under the assurance

that lie shall have the lloor upon the lollowing day ; and
I know that it is always unpleasant for a senator who
has thus obtained the floor and expects to address the
.senate to have the debate procrastinated I shall there-
lore oppose further debate upon this, until that other mat¬
ter has been disposed of.

Mr. President, I intended to say not a word upon this
subject; but as I am up, I feel it due to myself and to the
occasion to express my simple sentiment upon this mat¬
ter. I have long labored faithfully.faitnfully.to re¬

press the encroachment of the North. At tbe com
inencement 1 saw where it would end and meat end;
ami I despair of ever seeing it arrested in Congress. It
will goto its end; for gentlemen have already yielded
to the current of the North, which they admit here that
they cannot resist. Sir, what the South will do, ia not
for me to say. They will meet it, in my opinion, as it
ought to be met.

Mr. BOliLAND. 1 hsve not heretofore, sir, said one

word upon this exciting subject; "nor is it my purpose to

enter iiito a discussion ol it at this time. But, sir, as

I shall be called upon to give my vote upon the printing of
these resolutions, 1 deans to say a very few words in ex¬
planation thereof. 1 shall vote against the printing of the
resolutions, sir. because tl.e language of the reeoluiioM m
op,<ro»ri >us and insuiiiug to a large portion ol tha State*
>f tins Union, and to the slate which I in part represent
.Vith the senator Irom Florida, sir, I believe that I am
bound to withhold anything like courtesy.for courtesy
alone it would be for the resolutions to be printed.I am
bound to witnhoM anything like courtesy in return lor
opprobrium rind in«ult. I do not choose, sir, to recrimi-
.«ic.to throw back their opprobrium in like terms; lor
non? coul meet such terms as have been thrown by tbe
legislature of Vermont upon the institution ol the State
in w neb 1 reside. Yet, sir, t feel justified in withhold¬
ing fro n them anything like courtesy, though I may not
choose to meet thjir opprobrium in the same spirit and
tfie same language which has been held by the legisla¬
ture of Vermont.
The language of this resolution is at lesst opprobrious

in its terms It declares the people thst I represent in
part to be criminals.not laboring under error, not so an-

lortunae as to be mistaken, but actual criminals; andaa
the senator from Vermont assume*, "criminals in the eyes
of ihe civilized world." Yes, sir, reading us not merely out
>f the Union.for it amounts to that, if h means anything.
nut reading us out of the pale of ci"livation; declaring
OS to be so criminal that we are not fitasaociat s lor civil¬
ized men. Not only hsve we committed crime, air; but
we are standing hen- as tbe representatives ol a comma-

any which recognises this institution, and thinks it to bi
a pr.titer one. while it is pronounced by these resolutions
o be "a sore en I upon the body |solitic**.a plague-spot.
«ir, which not only makes as criminals, bat which an*
usolf (rom. and thr >.vs us beyond, the pate of civilitatioa.

I shall vote agai.ist the printing o( the resolatione for
another reason The second resolution is in ihsse words:

Rrtnltd, That tbe so-called "compr ,mi-e o I.e coaslt-


